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Correspondence from Germany. 

 

  The potato harvest is in progress here 
with us in Germany. The crop is somewhat 

better than last year. The cost is between 4 

and 5 marks per hundredweight. I was 
busy in the forest on Monday, October 

10
th
, moving wood when my wife, who 

arrived a little later, said to me, would you 
like to know something new, and I replied, 

so what is it then? The little Matheus 

Domula is dead, he was run over by a car 

on the road between Spremberg and 
Graustein. Max Nakonz hanged himself in 

Graustein, the unfortunate mishap 

occurred not far from the village. A rail 
roader also talked to me about Domula. 

Upon my question as to who found him – 

they found him still alive. To several 
persons from Kirmus (Wendish for fair or 

festival), on the way from Schoenheide, he 

still said, remove my shoe I think that I 

have a broken leg, six motorcycle riders 
came, riding along, and one of them ran 

over me. These supposedly said to him that 

there was a car coming their way which 
they would stop so they could load him in 

to get him to the nearest doctor and they 

left him lay there. The car didn’t stop but 

raced on through, riding over Domula, it 
was 8 o’clock in the evening. Domula was 

dead on site. Domula was railroad warden 

or track walker, he took care of the stretch 
from Spremberg toward Schleife one day 

and then, on the next day, from Schleife 

when, on his route, he tightened loose 
screws and cleaned station markers. He 

worked occasionally on Sundays as it 

happened on October 3
rd

. Domula came 

from Schleife with his bicycle after work 
on his way toward Schoenhaide and 

Kirmus. It should be noted that one must 

be careful on busy roads, because, one can 
be run over without being intoxicated. 

Domula was born in Rohne; had built a 

nice house for himself in Schleife, was 
married with three children. He was about 

40 years old. Domula was always gay and 

in a good mood. He has lived happily, died 

blissfully and denied the devil his due.  
  We will have our annual market again 

on the second of November in Spremberg 

and that’s when I will get together with 
friend Seiler and over beer and Schnabus 

will discuss something important – only 

something very important which will be 

sent to Giddings in the next letter. 
 With greetings   

The old Staff Trumpeter 

M. Hantschko 
 

Translated by John Buerfeind 

http://www.wendishresearch.org/

